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Can Characteristic Agricultural Development Policy Stimulate Entrepreneurial Vitality
in New Agricultural Business Formats: An Assessment Based on Chinese
Characteristic Agricultural Product Advantage Zones

ZHONG Jiawei ZHENG Jun ZHANG Mingyue

(College of Economics and Management s Shandong Agricultural University , Taian 271018, China)

Abstract: Fully leveraging rural characteristic resources has become a crucial pillar for expanding
county-level prosperity-oriented industries, driving the "entrepreneurial economy" and seizing the
"debut economy" track. Based on county-level data across China, this paper treats the recognition of
characteristic agricultural product advantage zones as a quasi-natural experiment to empirically ex-
amine the impact and mechanisms of characteristic agricultural development policy on entrepreneur-
ial vitality in new agricultural business formats. The findings reveal three main results. First, char-
acteristic agricultural development policy significantly stimulates county-level entrepreneurial
vitality in new agricultural business formats, and this conclusion remains valid after a series of ro-
bustness tests. Second, characteristic agricultural development policy enhances entrepreneurial vi-
tality in new agricultural business formats through three mechanisms: strengthening brand
building, improving digital infrastructure, and upgrading county-level innovation capacity. Third,
the policy s impact on entrepreneurial vitality is more pronounced in regions with stronger
grassroots organizational capacity, larger agricultural labor forces, non-grain-producing counties,
and the first three batches of recognized zones.

Key words: Chinese Characteristic Agricultural Product Advantage Zones; Characteristic
Agricultural Development Policy; New Agricultural Business Formats; Entrepreneurial Vitality;

County-level Development
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