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How does Land Titling Affect Rural Family Migration?
The Different Impacts of the Policy between Anticipation to Implementation
YANG Zongyao! CHEN Pin* JI Yueqing'®
(1.College of Economics and Management » Nanjing Agricultural University,» Nanjing 210095 ,China ;
2.School of Economics and Management » Changzhou Institute of Technology s Changzhou 213032, China ;
3.China Center for Food Security Research s Nanjing Agricultural University s, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: Land tenure security is well known as a driving force for rural labor migration and off-farm
employment. However, during execution of land titling, the rate of growth in rural family
migration began to decline. Theoretically, the process of land titling, a redefinition of land owner-
ship rights, is thought to raise land ownership risks including land adjustment and ownership dis-
putes, and lower farmers’ expectations for tenure security. Both a sharp decline in tenure security
since the policy was coming and a weak increase after the policy was implemented would lead to ten-
ure insecurity and slow rural family migration during the execution of the policy. This paper used
panel data of 771 farmers in Jiangsu Province to test the above hypothesis. The findings are as fol-
lows: On the one hand, rural families with the elderly would put off migration when they anticipa-
ted the policy being coming. On the other hand, those who experienced land adjustment would be
more likely to migrate after the implementation. The policy implications are as follows: On the one
hand. it is necessary to eliminate the temporary but significant decline in tenure security during the
redefinition and entitlement of land rights, particularly for the expiration date of the second round
of land contracts. On the other hand, it is also essential to find other reasons and formulate policies
in order to promote the high-quality development of rural migration and urbanization.

Key words:Land Titling; Tenure Security; Labor Migration; Family Migration; Urbanization
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