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Multiple Pressure Perceptions and Shifts in Corporate Development Expectations:
A Competitive Neutrality Perspective
MAO Defeng' PENG Fei®* WEI Shengmin®"*
(1.School of Business s Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China
2.School of Economics, Hefei University of Technology. Hefei 230601, China
3.Chinese Academy of Fiscal Sciences, Beijing 100142, China ;4.Institute of Taxation Science

Guangdong Provincial Tax Service of the State Taxation Administration s Guangzhou 510655, China)

Abstract: Development expectations, as a critical factor in corporate decision-making, have shown a
weakening trend that has constrained high-quality economic development. This study thoroughly
explores the influence and mechanism and heterogeneity characteristics by which multiple pressure
perceptions determine the expected development of enterprises from the perspective of competitive
neutrality, utilizing the 2020 Chinese Private Enterprise Survey (CPES) data. The findings reveal
that enterprises’ multi-pressure perceptions significantly inhibit development expectations. Among
them, the inhibitory effect of survival pressures such as cash flow, salary payment, and taxes and
fees is particularly prominent, while the influence of development pressures such as core component
supply and talent and technical support is not significant. The economic and social status of business
owners is positively correlated with their pressure perceptions, and this perception significantly
weakens their development expectations. However, the continuous optimization of the business en-
vironment can effectively mitigate this inhibitory effect. Mechanism analysis indicates that pressure
perception mainly inhibits business development expectations by exacerbating the unfairness percep-
tions of the development environment, rather than through the acquisition of relief policies to a-
chieve a promoting effect. This study not only expands the theoretical connotation of corporate ex-
pectations and provides a new perspective for understanding the pathways through which pressure
perceptions operate but also offers decision-making references for optimizing the development envi-
ronment of private enterprises and promoting high-quality development of the private economy.
Key words: Pressure Perceptions; Development Expectations; Unfairness Perceptions; Competitive
Neutrality; Relief Policy
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